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BctynneHue - 06 0S/2

0S/2 3T0 onepauMoHHasa cCUCTeMa, NepBoOHaYaNbHO Co3f4aHHas coBMecTHO Microsoft u IBM (Ho
nosgHee paspabaTteiBaeMas ToNbKo IBM), ¢ Havana 80-x n go koHua 90-x. osFree 3To nonbITKa
BOCCO34aTb hyHKLMOHaNLHOCTbL 3To OC 1 ee noacucTem B cpene, 6113KoN K ee PuUHaIbHOM BEPCUM
(Warp 4). K coxxaneHuto, pa3pabotka 0S/2 bbina npakTnyeckn ceepHyTa B 1996 ¢ Bbinyckom 0S/2
Warp 4, n npoayKT 6bi71 B KOHLIE KOHL0B YAaneH 13 anHenkn npoayktos IBM B nekabpe 2006. Tem He
MeHee, KOMMaHuMAa Noj Ha3BaHMeM Serenity Systems no cornawenuto ¢ IBM, nonyy4mna npaeo
BbinyckaTb OS/2 nog 6peHgom eComStation, MogepHU3npoBana ee, U OHa NPOAOJIKAET NpoAaBaTbCs
no cen geHb. 0S/2 xapakTepn3yeTcs ee CNOoCOOHOCTbIO 3anyCKaTb HE TOJIbKO CBOU COBCTBEHHbIE
NPUNOXXEHUS, HO TakXe 1 16-6uTHble windows n DOS npunoxxeHus.

Kak BCce HaYMHanocChb

IBM and Microsoft created the original OS/2 1 product under Microsoft's label. It did not initially come
with a GUI, however this was changed later. 0S/2 2.1 was then released, however, when Microsoft
realized that their product Windows was generating more of a profit to them than 0S/2 was,
development of 0S/2 shortly ceased and IBM's relationship with Microsoft crumbled. The 0S/2 2.1
kernel which Microsoft developed would eventually be modified and changed to become the Windows
NT kernel, the kernel which serves its purpose in today's modern windows versions after the Win9x
lineage was cut from the product line with the release of Windows ME.

The Warp Years

IBM was not deterred by its problems with Microsoft and persevered with 0S/2 development. They
released a 32-bit version of OS/2 under the alias of 0S/2 Warp 3. It intoduced the Workplace Shell -
the user environment that is used in further versions of 0S/2 and eComStation.

IBM then released 0S/2 Warp 4 - the final version of OS/2 to be released. It included many
improvements to 0S/2 Warp 3, and featured several features that its Microsoft counterpart did not
have, at least in the standard installation.

The Death

After the release of 0S/2 Warp 4, 0S/2 slowly withered away as a serious competitor in the market.
IBM did not make any further releases and public interest waned. By December 2006, IBM officially
dropped <acronym title0S/2 from its product line, offering support to those who were willing to pay
for their continued support. IBM now favors Unix like environments, and offers a 0S/2 migration article
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for this purpose.

Rebirth and Continued Support

Even after IBM has withdrawn 0S/2, its community and companies continue its legacy.

eComStation

Serenity Systems published eComStation, which is based on 0S/2 Warp 4 with several enhancements,
including a heavily modified version of the open source 0S/2 enhancement kit - the xWorkPlace shell
integrated into eComStation.

osFree

osFree is a project aimed at creating an open source 0S/2 clone that is compatible and at the level of
0S/2 Warp 4. The project stalled in 2005, but now osFree has been taken with new interest, and the
project lives on actively developed.

Voyager

The Voyager project is a project similar to osFree's attempts at creating an 0S/2 clone, but however it
looks at creating a clone in a different way than osFree.
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